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obedience. The description just given of the Gemeinde perhaps
gives the impression of a democratic community whose institu-
tions and laws are the expression of the general will and which is
answerable for its decisions and its actions to no one and nothing.
But such an impression would be far removed from the truth.
Like the universal Church of which it forms a part, it is bound
hand and foot to the Word of God. Its institutions and the
manner of life which it demands of its members are prescribed by
the Word, as we see from the fact that Zwingli grounds every
reform which he suggests for the city of Zurich explicitly on the
teaching of the Scripture, and argues each detail with his oppo-
nents from that point of view and that point of view alone. There
is no question of 'self-determination' or democracy in the manner
in which it arrives at its decision. No doubt in practice a vote had
often to be taken and the majority's wish regarded as the wish of
the community, but in theory the Word of God, which 4is seated
in the minds of the faithful5,1 decides the issue unaided. This is in
particular true of the appointment, testing, and dismissal of
preachers and pastors; for the preacher is the Word of God's organ
of expression; if the message which the candidate or preacher
preaches tallies with the inner Word which the Gemeinde possesses,2
then he is the true organ of the Word and can be appointed to or
retained in his office; if not, he is not the true organ of the Word,
and the Gemeinde, which is entrusted with the recognition of the
fact, cannot allow him to hold the office of preacher.3 There is
perhaps one point in which the decisions of the community are
not dominated by the Word: it is not easy to see how the divine
call of the preacher, as opposed to the message which he preaches,
can be tested by the Word of God, and Zwingli does not say that
it is; here surely the Gemeinde must use the direct gift of the Spirit.
But in all other respects the Word regulates the life and thought of
the Christian community.
This was Zwingli's- original and characteristic theory of the
Church, and he genuinely attempted to put it without modifica-
tion into practice. Until 1525 his reforms were carried out in and
through the Gemeinden, with only such assistance from the State as
his theory of the State allowed. But the pressure of events gradu-
ally compelled him to modify his practice, and, in accordance
1 m, 752.
2 The inner Word, 'seated' or 'written' in the minds of the faithful, is, of course,
identical with the Bible; there is no theory of'inner light* here.